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Extract of a Leiter from the Committee of Cor- 
reſpondence in Dominica, to the Agent, W. KN ox, 
Eſq. dated February 15, 1791. 


OON. after Chriſtmas, the N egroes in different Parts of the Iſland began 


to ſhew Signs of Diſcontent, and threw out Hints, that Government had 
determined fo free them; that their Maſters were to pay them for their Work ; 


that Governor Orde had brought out ſuch Powers with him, and that, on 


his communicating it to the Aſſembly, they would not hear of it, and he had 


quarrelled with them, with ſeveral other ſuch extr avagant Ideas as deſigning 


People had put into their Heads; and, about the 10th of January, , the Neg groes 


on Mr. Mairs' 8 Eſtate, abſolutely left off Work, while the Liquor was boiling ir in 
the Coppers, and inſiſted that the Manager ſhould allow them three Days in 
the Week to work for themſelves ; at the ſame Time, that other Gangs i in the 
Neighbourhood ſeemed waiting only for the Succeſs of this Demand to make 


the ſame, or more extraordinary ones, themſelves; nearly at the ſame Period, 
eleven of Mr. Wenſtone' s Negroes, on his Roſe-hill Eſtate, abſented themſelves, 
and thoſe on the French Eſtates, in what is called the FP rench Quarter, were 


daily going off, and, collecting together, were uſing all poſſible Means to per- 


ſuade others to join them, and committing Depredations upon all the Proper- 


ties adjoining. Towards the 14th, the Inſurrection had got to ſome Height, 


and Accounts were coming in from the Country truly alarming ; Captain Ur- 
quart, who commanded the Light Company of the zoth Regiment, many ot 
whom had been employed on former Expeditions againſt the Runaways, waited 


on the Governor on the 14th, with his Licutenants, and Major Campbell, 


who commanded the Regiment, and offered to go out againſt the Inſurgents 


without Fee or Reward. Things were daily growing worſe and worſe, ſeveral 
reſpectable French Planters, to windward, had abandoned their Eſtates to ſave 


their Lives ; ſome of them had their whole Gangs in Rebellion, when on the 


20th the Governor accepted Captain Urquart's Offer, and ſent his Company 


10 Roſalia, and other Parties to Grand-Bay, Es, 
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Extract of the Examination of PoLiNAIRE, a Free 
Mulatto- Man, taken before the Members of the 
Council of Dominica, the 7th of February, 1791. 


that he cannot commit his Conſcience, by adding a new Sin to it in telling a 


that he, (Governor Orde,) had given Orders that the Planters ſhould give to 


ters had refuſed That to Governor Orde, they were all reſolved to rale that time 
themſelves, and that the free People of colour, that ſhould refuſe to aſſiſt them, 


ſult Pharſeille in the Heights above Mome Deſmoulins. That each Planta- 


alſo to «f/afiinate the free Peaple of Colour, who ſhould ſpeak of the Matter. That 


they had heard that Governor Orde was Fnding all the Guns from Roſeau to 


in the Revolt, as far even as Grand-Bay, That, the Day of the Action, they 


Regiment that had before been paid by the Planters, who they ſappoſed kad 
deſerted, and were coming to attack them on behalf of the Planters. That, a 


Lil Examinant ſaith, tie makes a voluntary Dediatation of the Trath 
of all he khows concerning the late Revolt, knowing he muſt die, and 


Lie. He ſays, That, fince the arrival of Governor Orde, the Negroes had heard 


their Negroes three Days in the Week, and that the Planters had refuſed to do - 
it, but, on the contrary, were more ſtrict upon them; and that, as the Plan- 


 frould be put to death; upon which their fight began. That al! the Negroes of 
the Wand were concerned in the Plot, even thoſe of Roſeau, who ſent News to 
| thoſe of the Windward of the Ifland. That Jappa, belonging to Mr. An- 
thony Bertrand, was the Commander in Chief, who ſaid, that he ſent to con- 


= tion was to have had its Chief, and that at the Hour of Supper, the Negroes 
7 1 were to put their Maſters to Death while they were at Table, and they were 


Prince Rupert's Bay, That it was the Project of the Negroes to take the 
windward Part of the Iſland for themſe.ves, from Grand Bay to Laſoye; and 
that thoſe of the Whites that were not Eilled, were to have the Leeward of the 
Iſland. That they expected Pharſeille with three hundred Muſeets, and Panglos 
with 220 hundred Muftets, which did net come. That the Slaves to windward 
of the Iſland on the different Plantations were all wery wrihiag and 2220 ro join 


were informed, by the Negroes belonging to the Houſes upon the Eſtates, that 
the Troops were coming. That the Examinant and his Party did not believe 
that they were the Governor's Troops, but that it was the Troops of the od 


few of the Soldiers being arrived at the River, Paul and Richard began to Ee 
upon them. That one of the Soldiers being advanced before the Reſt, was firſt 
killed 


1 


($7 
illed by Cocque belonging to Mr. Lafeuilleẽ; that the others were killed by 
Mr. Sorhaindo's Negroes at the River. That the Negroes that killed the Sol- 
diers, took their Arms, and gave their own old ones to others. That there 


were ſeventeeen Muſkets among the Negroes, beſides one that Hanibal, be- 
longing to Mr. Anthony Bertrand, had, and one that Louis, belonging to the 


fame, had; and one that Guifal, belonging to the ſame, had. That the three 


laſt were in the Battle as he believes with Richard's Party, 
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